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ERS 
Demographics

• Grades 7-12

• 146 students

• 7/8s run as a cohort

• 9-12s run as a cohort 

for some classes



A Place of  Belonging

• Feed them and they will come??

• Breakfast program every morning –
open to everyone

• Free lunch twice a week 

• Food class with Rotary grant

• PAC lunch

• School wide holiday feast on the last 
day before winter break



71% of  students said 

that they feel that 3 or 

more adults care about 

them





Authentic Tasks

• Horticulture class grew food that was used in 

the foods program for our school lunches

• Textiles class sewed new aprons for the foods 

class

• Wood shop class building new seating for our 

cafeteria

• World Religions class baking Jewish treats



Community 

Connections

• Social media to keep community 

informed

• Work experience / volunteer 

connections

• Local community members in the 

classrooms sharing their expertise



Cool Happenings

• White boards installed outside in courtyard

• Used by both students and staff



Cool Happenings



Cool 
Happenings

• Wellness Centre staffed 

through external grants

• Medical doctor twice a 

month

• Options for Sexual 

Health nurse twice a 

month



Creative Course Structures?

• Senior Sciences

• Makes use of  our in-district distance learning materials for “course work”

• Teachers supports, does labs with small groups while other students are working

• Applied Skills (9-12)

• Transitions to different modules depending on teacher skill set and student interest (wood 
shop, textiles, metal shop)

• Social Studies Exploration

• Runs senior social studies together in one class

• Students work on inquiry units 



Student Focus Groups (Nov 2020)





Anecdotal Data: What do you LIKE the BEST about ERS? 

The intimate and supportive community

My child is happy, and succeeding going there Community and Staff

Family oriented 

My son loves all staff and is very comfortable and 
excited to be there.

Small community feel

Going above and beyond to ensure students complete their 
requirements to graduate.  Ensuring that student’s needs are 
met on a personal level.  Understanding that each  student 
comes from different background and therefore require 
different support to meet their goals.

its small and free food

You feel like you are part of a family, the ERS family.

how many things are available to students like food and the 
health center 

we are kind of like a dysfunctional family in some ways 

I like the fact that there is lots of opportunities to try new 
things 

Inclusive, welcoming home-like atmosphere and 
culture. Teachers and administration and office staff 
all constantly building positive and involved 
interactions and guidance.

Students are given every opportunity to 
succeed.
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Student Perspective



Staff  perspective



Next Year’s Timetable - Based on Feedback 

from Staff  and Students



Challenges

• We’ve been on a constantly changing timetable

• Draw of  a bigger school, or specialized programs at other schools

• Uneven numbers in grades (ie 31 grade 9s) make for tricky timetabling



Contact Info

• ers@sd83.bc.ca

• Principal – Mark Marino mmarino@sd83.bc.ca

• Teacher – Kyla Hadden khadden@sd83.bc.ca

mailto:ers@sd83.bc.ca

